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The second ‘drone workshop’ was held in Kobe, Japan and was attended by around 50 participants in a room for 30 people with seating for even fewer (Fig. 1)! The workshop was designed to follow on from the previous year’s inaugural gathering held at the 37th International Sea Turtle Symposium in Las Vegas (Rees et al. 2017). It was divided into two sections. The first covered the basics of drone technologies and considerations when designing a project and the second expanded more on the methods and findings of ‘real-life’ research and recent published studies.

AFR opened the workshop giving an overview of drone styles and capabilities, naming the most popular brands and capabilities of drones used in sea turtle research. This was followed by explanation of types of data capture and use and ended with a recap of a review paper on drones and sea turtle research and conservation that was published the following day (Rees et al. 2018). The second part of the opening section comprised a presentation by RRC covering Preparation, Precautions and Pitfalls in drone-related scientific data collection.

Section two kicked off with a presentation from Paul Whittock of Pendoley Environmental describing two case studies on nesting beach monitoring and topographic modeling undertaken by the company. This was followed by a presentation by Vanessa Bezy who provided updates and insights on her work monitoring olive ridley arribadas in Costa Rica, building on her recently published methods paper (Sykora-Bodey et al. 2017). RRC then reviewed UAS projects and platforms of the University of Florida Unmanned Aircraft Systems Research Program that began in 1999, and showed some Kemp’s ridley arribada survey imagery provided by Thane Wibbels. The section concluded with AFR briefly appraising three further published articles that used drones as tools in sea turtle research in nearshore waters (Bevan et al. 2016, Schofield et al. 2017a,b). 

These presentations were followed by open discussion that included further potential uses for drones in surveillance operations and the use of assemble-it-yourself fixed-wing drones as cheaper alternatives to commercially available ready-to-fly models.
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Figure 1. Dedicated attendees of the second annual ‘drone workshop’. The lucky ones got seats but there was enough wall and floor space for everyone!



image1.jpeg




